CANDIDATE FOR PRESIDENCY      159

political situation. It was hoped by Weaver
and Gillette that Senator Davis would consent
to become the candidate of the Greenback party
for the Presidency and the meeting was ar-
ranged with that object in view. The confer-
ence occurred in one of the committee rooms of
the House of Representatives and lasted for
about three hours. Senator Davis declared that
he felt grateful for the mention of his name as
"the candidate of the industrial people, and
was in accord with most of their purposes; but
he was not in a situation to accept the nomina-
tion and must decline, and we were instructed
to see that his name was not placed before the
convention. We plead with him to yield, but
without avail"120

In May, 1880, the Iowa State Greenback Con-
vention met at Des Moines. Eesolutions to
present General Weaver as the first choice of
Iowa Greenbackers for President to the Na-
tional convention were objected to; but upon
the explanation being made that only a recom-
mendation to the delegates was intended, the
resolutions were adopted upon motion of L. H.
Weller "with three cheers and a tiger." Gen-
eral Weaver, Congressman Gillette, Daniel
Campbell, and M. H. Moore were chosen dele-
gates at large.180

The National Greenback Convention met at
Chicago on Wednesday, June 9, 1880, and con-